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meeting at Bayonne, a theory which had until recently become
so firmly established as to be an accepted fact of history, has
now been completely refuted by the publication of the Spanish
State Papers, including Alva's secret despatches to his master,
Philip II. For these show that so far from anything of the kind
having taken place, Alva, by his own admission, entirely
jailed to induce Catherine to agree to anything that he urged
for the repression of Protestantism. He tells his master that
he was unable to get her to agree to prohibit the Protestant
preachers (authorised by her Edict of Amboise); or to dis-
miss her Chancellor, Michel de PHopital; or to consent to any
of the other proposals which he urged upon her; "and this
notwithstanding the lofty energy and consummate prudence
displayed by the Queen of Spain" to assist his efforts; adding
that he found the Queen Mother "more than cold for the holy
religion." 44

The court returned to Paris at the end of the year; and
during the following year (1566) Catherine, besides many
labours to maintain the existing tranquillity on the religious
question, was mainly occupied in getting, with the able assist-
ance of her Chancellor, a large number of very important
enactments passed for the better administration of justice
throughout France. These swept away numerous unjust prac-
tices of the courts of justice, and many abuses in the manage-
ment of the police which pressed severely on the people, and
with which her recent prolonged progress through the country
had made her acquainted. Many of Ihe new laws thus enacted
obtained a permanent place in the French legal code and were
of lasting benefit to France.

These four years (1563-1567) were also a time of much
activity on Catherine's part in other directions. Both of what
were, until iSyi,45 the two principal palaces in Paris are in-
separably connected with her name. The palace of the Louvre,
begun a few years before his death by Francis I on the designs
of the architect Lescot, was completed by the end of Henry
IPs reign, and Catherine was the first sovereign of France to